
 רשא ול רשא הלפכמה תרעמ תא יל ןתיו"

('ט ,ג"כ) "יל הננתי אלמ ףסכב והדש הצקב
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What is more fun - to receive something for free or to pay money for it?  Of 
course most of us prefer to get things for free and without having to spend 
money, but Avraham teaches us something very important. It is not always 
worthwhile to get things for free. Sometimes it is better to spend money and 
buy them.  What does Avraham buy?  His wife Sarah dies and he is looking for 
a place to bury her.  He wants the place where he buries Sarah to belong to 
him. He wants a place that he pays for with money so that no one can claim 
that he does not own it.  Avraham speaks to Ephron, who owns a field in 
Chevron where Avraham would like to bury Sarah.  Ephron offers the field to 
Avraham for free and says that he does not �need to pay anything for it, but 

Avraham refuses! Avraham asks 
him how much the field is worth 
and pays him its full value.  The 
place where Sarah is buried, 
Ma’arat Hamachpela (the cave 
of Machpela) in Chevron, that 
Avraham bought, is the first plot 
of land that is purchased in Eretz 
Yisrael, and is still there until this 
very day…

         םידליל טושפ
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“Let him grant me the Cave of  
Machpelah which is his, on the edge 

of  his field; let him grant it to me for 
its full price, in your midst” (23:9)

The first purchase ever, and not in the mall…

Last week in Parshat Vayera:
 Avraham and Sarah receive the news that they will have a son

Have you ever been to Ma’arat Hamachpela or seen pictures of it?



 םימשה יהל-א 'הב ךעיבשאו"

 חקת אל רשא ץראה יהל-או

 "ינענכה תונבמ ינבל השא

('ג ,ד"כ)
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“And I will have you swear 
by Hashem, God of  heaven 
and God of  earth that you 
not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of  the 

Canaanites” (24:3)

What do you think, is it easy to find someone to marry?  Some say it is easy, 
and some say it is hard.  Avraham is worried about Yitzchak his son, he wants 
him to get married but does not want him to marry just anyone. Avraham’s 
lifestyle and that of his family is different than most of the nations around 
him.  Avraham believes in Hashem and does whatever he says, while most 
of the other nations worship idols and many other gods.  Avraham does not 
want Yitzchak to marry a girl of this kind.  He also does not want Yitzchak to 
leave Eretz Canaan.  Hashem promised Avraham that �Eretz Canaan will be the 

place where his family 
will be blessed, and he 
wants Yitzchak to stay 
there.  So Avraham 
makes Eliezer, his 
servant, swear to leave 
Eretz Canaan and go 
to Charan, where 
Avraham’s family lives, 
to look for a bride 
for Yitzchak who will 
agree to come live in 
Eretz Canaan.

I Swear! 

How do you picture your future bride or groom?

“Find the bride”- One member of the family hides the “bride” (a doll), 
and everyone else has to find it.Activity



 רשא (ה)רענה היהו"

 התשאו ךדכ אנ יטה הילא רמא

 התש הרמאו

 "הקשא ךילמג םגו

(ד"י ,ד"כ)
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Have you ever been on an important mission?  We read that Avraham made 
Eliezer swear to find a bride for Yitzchak.  Eliezer does not want to disappoint 
Avraham, so he immediately leaves for Charan to do his job.  But how will 
Eliezer find a bride?  How will he know who is right for Yitzchak?  Eliezer 
thinks of a plan that will help him decide who will be the bride. It is a plan that 
requires Hashem’s help.  Eliezer takes a long journey with his camels.  After a 
long trip, most people get very thirsty and the camels get thirsty too.  Eliezer 
decides that the woman who offers water for him and his camels will be the 
right bride for Yitzchak.  Why is this Eliezer’s plan?  Why is a woman who gives 
water to him and his camels worthy of being the bride?  Eliezer thinks that this 
is a good way to learn about the woman (and about people in general) and to 
see if she is good-hearted, generous, and caring.  These are traits that Eliezer 
learned from Avraham, and he searches for them in a bride for Yitzchak. What 
do you think?  Does he find someone? 

“Let it be that the maiden 
to whom I shall say ‘please 
tip over your jug so I may 
drink’ and who replies ‘drink 
and I will even water your 
camels’” (24:14)

Who will be the bride?

“Watering”- Close your eyes and pour water into each other’s mouths 
(It is best to play this game outside and with clothing that can get wet).Activity

Who do you consider a good person?



 ומא הרש הלהאה קחצי האביו"

 הקבר תא חקיו

 "הבהאיו השאל ול יהתו

(ז"ס ,ד"כ)
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Next Week in Parshat Toldot...

“And Isaac brought her into 
the tent of  Sarah his mother; 
he married Rebecca, 
she became his wife, 
and he loved her”
(24:67)

You won’t believe it, but Eliezer’s conditions were indeed fulfilled!  Eliezer 
comes to a well in Charan, and Rivka arrives there as well.  Rivka sees Eliezer, 
offers him water to drink, and also offers to draw water for the camels.  
Eliezer immediately knows that this is the right woman, and tells her family 
that he came from Eretz Canaan to search for a wife for Yitzchak.  Eliezer 
suggests that Rivka leaves Charan and her parent’s house, to come with him 
to Eretz Canaan, and marry Yitzchak.  What do you think?  Does Rivka agree?  
She does!  Rivka goes to Eretz Canaan with Eliezer to meet Yitzchak (it says 
that when Rivka sees Yitzchak for the first time she falls off her camel!  But 
don’t worry… She is ok).  Yitzchak brings Rivka into his mother Sarah’s tent 
and marries her. (The Midrash tells us that when Rivka enters Sarah’s tent, 
the Shabbat candles that were lit while Sarah was alive burned again, and 
the challah dough was blessed just like in Sarah’s days). How amazing it is 
that Eliezer was successful and found the best and most appropriate wife for 
Yitzchak.

We will meet the twins born to Yitzchak and Rivka.

A bride is found!

“Don’t fall down”- Some family members crawl around the house like animals, 
and the others sit on their backs.  The “animals” get wild, and see who manages 
to stay on their backs (It is recommended to play this game on a carpet).A
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Shabbat Shalom!
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